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Area development at
New Town in Tokyo
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1. Historical View of 1. Historical View of 
Area Development along Area Development along 

Railway in Japan Railway in Japan 
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Area development before 1960
1902 The concept of garden city proposed by Sir Ebenezer 

Howard was introduced for the residential area 
development

1910 President Ichizou KOBAYASHI of Mino-Arima Electric 
Railway developed the Ikeda-Muromachi City. This is first 
residential area development introduce the idea to 
develop railway together with residential area  in Japan
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Area development before 1960
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Area development carried out by 14 private
During from 1910 to 1960、309 residential areas 

were developed in Tokyo, Nagoya and Oosaka.
Company Name Development Area

Kinki Nippon Railway 13ha
Keihan Electric Railway 11ha
Nankai Electric Railway 14ha

Hankyu Corporation 105ha
Hanshin Electric Railway ５ha

 Total 148ha
Company Name Development Area

Odakyu Electric Railway 20ha
Keio Corporation ６ ha

Keisei Electric Railway ９ ha
Keihin Electric Express Railway 12ha

Sagami Railway ９ ha
Seibu Railway 32ha

Tokyu Corporation 45ha
Tobu Railway 19ha

Total 152ha



Area development before 1960
In this period, an area was developed by applying 
Land Readjustment Project by Full Acquisition 
System  based on Land Consolidation Law.

⇒No necessary to suppose the increase of land 
price
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Residential Area Name  Development Area Adress Development Company Name Year of Selling
（Kinki・Chubu Area）
Koushien 74.0ha Nishinomiya City Hanshin Electric Railway 1924
Narumi-Sou  33.0ha Nagoya City Nagoya Railroad 1930
Higashi-Toyonaka 110.0ha Toyonaka City Hankyu Corporation 1933
Gakuenmae 87.5ha Nara city Kinki Nippon Railway 1950
（Metropolitan Area）
Hacchonawate  65.0ha Yokohama・Kawasaki City Keihin Electric Express Railway 1922
Tamagawadai 80.0ha  Tokyo Metropolitan Government Denentoshi(Tokyu Corporation) 1923
Kunitachi  351.0ha Kunitachi City Hakonetochi (Seibu Railway) 1924
Tokiwadai 24.3ha  Tokyo Metropolitan Government Tobu Railway 1936



Area development from 1960 
to 1990
Expansion of Urban District in 
the Metropolitan Areas



Area development from 1960 
to 1990
According to rapid population growth and urbanization, 
huge demand for residential development was arisen 
in the Metropolitan Areas. Housing Land Development 
Law was enacted in 1964.

Rise of land price by area development created 
revenue for a railway operator through a real estate 
company which used to be one of group companies of 
the railway operator.

Applying land readjustment project to provide good 
quality of infrastructure such as road, park, other 
open space, etc. are essential. 10
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Area development after 1990
Facing aged society, population in Japan already started to 
decrease. Ridership also dropped. Railway operators have to find
other sources to get revenue.
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Business at a railway station



Area development after 1990
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Urban renewal project at own land such as train depot.



2. Institutions for 2. Institutions for 
Development along Urban Development along Urban 

Railway in JapanRailway in Japan
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Land Use Planning Based 
on City Planning Law
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Concept of Land Readjustment 
Programs
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After applying land readjustment programs, public space such as 
road, park, etc. will increase and land price will also rise. 
Revenue by selling reserved sites will cover cost for the project.



Impacts of Land Readjustment 
Programs
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Improvement of Urban Sprawl 

Development of Arterial Road



Coordination of Housing and Railway 
Development at Tama Garden Area
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Tama Plaza Station

Land adjustment project carried 
out at 54 areas along Tokyu 
Denen Toshi Line.
Total area became 3,204.3 ha



Concept of Urban 
Redevelopment Programs
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A program is implemented 
in one of two ways through 
exchange of property rights 
between Interested parties 
for Type 1 Urban 
Redevelopment Programs or 
through direct purchase for 
Type 2 Urban 
Redevelopment Programs.



3. Area Development of 3. Area Development of 
～～Tsukuba ExpressTsukuba Express ～～
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Development of Tsukuba 
Express (TX)
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The Tsukuba Express connects Tsukuba 
city and Akihabara (58.3 km, 20 
stations) in minimum 45 minutes. This 
business was planed to prevent 
congestion on JR Joban line, and was 
decided to construct in 1985, started its 
construction in 1994 and started its 
operation from 2005.



Development of Tsukuba 
Express (TX)

21

2010/5/26

The Tsukuba Express is a third sector metropolitan railway 
financed and managed by Tokyo, Saitama, Chiba, Ibaraki 
and local governments along TX

The total cost of construction around 810billion yen

40%; interest free loan from 
Railway and Transport 
Development Agency 

40%; free interest loan from 
local government（Tokyo, 
Saitama, Chiba, Ibaraki）

14%; Investment from the relation 
and the provinces groups

6％ loan from the government’s loan 
and investment programs



Coordination of Housing and Railway 
Development in Urban Area
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Problems at area development along railway
・Expansion of construction period and un-recovered cast 
because of negotiation for land acquisition
・Difficulty of land acquisition and lack of funds because of land
price increment in metropolitan areas

The law called the "Special Measures Related to the  
Coordination of Housing and Railway Development in Urban 
Regions" or simply "Takutetsu-ho" was established to carry out 
coordination of residential development and railway 
development .

This is a model case for new development along railway that is 
designed to prevent urban sprawl and create a more livable 
residential environment.



Integration Land Readjustment 
Programs
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This allows a railway 
operator, Urban 
Renaissance Agency, 
local governments to 
consolidate the 
former acquired land 
into the railway 
facility area which 
was established 
under a project plan.



Area Development along TX
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Total around 3,280 ha along the TX line 
has already been developed for housing. 
Total around 2,800 ha were developed 
using land readjustment programs.

Ootakano-mori



Area Development along TX
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1970 Present
Area development at Kenkyu Gakuen Station in Tsuskuba.

•Other coordination were made as follows;
•Arterial road which forms urban corridor was developed  
together with TX

•Defrayal by petition station method
•Project evaluation



Land Readjustment Project 
near Akihabara Station
TX Akihabara Station was 
developed together with Land 
Readjustment Project at 88 ha 
Akihabara aria. Total project cost 
will be 346 billion Yen.



Land Readjustment Project 
near Akihabara Station
Station square was 
provided.
Ridership increased 20.9％

The number of resident was 
also increased.
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